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1. AIM 

T o locate the out of s chool c hildren in specified co mmunitie s and to find out re asons for  

the sa me. 

 

2. METH OD OF APPR OACH 

T he class of four teen students was d ivided into tw o majo r group s whic h were further  

sub-divid ed into smalle r group s.  Each grou p tied up with  their respective allo tted area 

superviso rs and heade d towa rds the  co mmunities.  Most of the supervisors ha d alre ady 

identified the fa milies a nd were fa miliar with  the lo cation of the houses.  T hus it beca me 

easier for us to e stablish credibility w hile ap proach ing an d probing iss ues of concern. 

T he houses were identi fied a nd resp ective me mb ers of the fa mily were  asked  the 

required questio ns.  

 

3. PLAN OF AC TION 

NUMBER  OF VIS IT S: a total o f two v isits w ere ma de to the various loc ations and th e 

areas covered w ere: 

 

 An and Pa rbat 

 Jawahar Mohalla 

 Harijan B asti 

 Rajeev C olony 

 Mulla Colony 

 Ghadoli C howk 

 Zakheera 

 T rilokpuri 

 Budh vih ar 

 Durga ma ndir 

 Shiv man dir 

 Pandit mohalla 

 Ashok na gar(B and C block) 

 Chara ma ndi- k block 

 Rajastha ni gadd ha 

 Punjabi b asti 



In each of  the h ouse, a ppro ximately five to fifteen minute s were  spent.  In this  way, we 

were able  to cover all h ouses in a pa rticular  co mmunity w ithin 2-3 hours per v isit. On  our 

way, we keenly observed the co mmu nity en viron ment an d acqu ainted ourselves with the 

physical spacing  of the  places .  

T he conversatio ns with  fa milie s and childre n were built around a tracking she et that had 

listed the na mes , addresses o f children wh o had d roppe d out of  schoo l. Aim was to find 

out details about  prese nt status of schoolin g. In order to know this, ea ch stud ent car ried 

a tracking  sheet.  T his sheet h ad all the part iculars about the child of w hich on ly the 

na me of the child and the fath er was  know n and the rest includ ed the various  

para mete rs which were  to be t racked  and u pdated . 



 

4.1. REA SONS FOR D ROP-O UT 
 

Main reasons of drop o ut that e merg ed were as fo llows –   

 

 M igration of fa milies to other p laces especially to their villages e merge d out to be 

one of th e most pro min ent rea sons o f scho ol drop out. T he neig hbors did say that 

they took read mission in other  schoo ls but this informatio n was not co nfirmed . 

Many fa milies w ere not tracea ble du e to fre quent m igration. T he agricu ltural 

cycle affe cts life of peo ple sin ce they  move to diffe rent areas lo oking for work. 

 

 In so me cases if a child  has g one to village and h as bee n abse nt for substan tial 

period of time th e scho ol strikes off the na me and do not allow re entry  to the 

class.  

 

 Difficulty in co mmuting was an other reason.  T he parents co mplained that there 

are no sc hools a nd balwadis in close  pro xim ity an d sending their ward s to a 

distant place is both un safe a nd time  consu ming. T his proble m see ms more 

apparent for girls. 

 

 Also case s were  found where the chi ld nee ded sp ecial care an d no sp ecial 

schools w ere located n earby. T each ers do n’t kno w how to work  with children with 

disabilitie s, it might be seen a s sickn ess he nce only medical aspect of the 

proble m was vie wed. 

 

 Also due to fa mily crisis , (finan cial or otherw ise) th e children were force d to le ave 

school. In  cases of 2 girls their  moth er had fallen s ick an d being  the elder sibl ing 

they had to leave studies to ta ke care of sib lings a nd ho usehold work. T his 

clearly sig nifies the lac k of pro per care givin g facili ties for  young  children as a  

reason fo r drop out.  

 

 T he children also drop ped out  of sch ool as both th e pare nts ha d to go  to work 

and the respons ibility to look after th eir you nger siblings was th us give n to th e m. 

 



 Children had go ne to school for a sh ort period of time bu t dropp ed out  as the y 

started w ork to support the fa mily. C hild lab or whic h is a major issue w hich is 

cyclical causality  leadin g to drop out.  In ma ny cases child  labor yields immediate 

result in terms of  payin g off de bts or earnin g mone y for th e fa mily. Lon g term 

develop mental repercu ssions are rarely rea lized. But in the survey only one c lear 

case of child lab or e me rged since many forms of child la bor e xis t in a hidden 

form.  

 

 A case ca me up where  the bo y was severely beaten up by the school teache r. 

Mother re ported that ch ild ca m ho me  covered in shoe ma rks, th e incid ent lea d to 

hospitalization o f the child. T he child  also cr ied wh ile narrating the incidence. W e 

can not tu rn a blind eye towards the possibi lity of physica l and s e xual abuse in a 

school se tting. Vulnera bility is high for both boys a nd girls. T he abuse can be  at 

the hand of not only te acher b ut also  helpe rs and people  child may en counte r on 

the way to scho ol. 

 

 Ve ry few cases were such wh ere dro pout w as due  to lack of interest o n the p art 

of the child. Lack of mo tivatio n for te achers is more pertin ent iss ue in d rop ou t. 

Vimala R a mach andran  in her article,  "W h y scho ol teac hers are de-motivated and 

dishearte ned? " disc usses various issues  such as class differential b etwee n 

teacher a nd stu dents, assign ment of  non te aching  task a s reason of la ck of 

teachers ' inte rest.  

 

 Also inabi lity to pass a n e xa mination  led to reduction in the motivation level a nd 

thus ultimately to dropp ing out  of sch ool.  

 

 T he house nu mbers w ere not proper ly marked an d thus i t was d ifficult locatin g 

the m. Also many  of the  colonies had  reloca ted so mewhe re and the ad dresse s 

had chan ged. T he lack  of pro per ad dress results to diffic ulty in t rackin g of 

children. Anothe r issue  is the lack of registration at  the time of b irth lea ds to lack 

of correct statistics.   

 

4.2. ST AT IST IC AL F IN D INGS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T otal number of childre n cove red through the survey- 47 
 
T otal number of childre n not traceable- 5 
 
Nu mber o f children wh o migra ted or shifted reside nce- 1 6 
 
Nu mber o f children una ble to go to s chool because of disability/ ill health- 4 
 
Nu mber o f children dro pped o ut due to ina bility to take te st for p ro motion – 3 
 
Nu mber o f children working a s child labor- 1  
 
Nu mber o f children wh o never  went to scho ol- 9 
 
Children droppe d out d ue to a buse by pare nts or teacher- 2 
 
Nu mber o f children dro pped o ut because of  fa mily  proble ms, especially ill he alth of 
parent- 2 
 
Children currently atten ding school- 7 
 
Nu mber o f children out of thos e who never attend ed sch ool, wh ose pa rents reporte d 
that child was n ever intereste d to stu dy- 1 
 
Nu mber o f children not interes ted in going to scho ol eve n on re-enrollment -5   
 
 
 
 



5. TABLE OF SURVE Y 

Basti 
Name 

Pratham 
House No 

Permenent 
Address 

Father 
Name Child ID Child 

Name 
Ag
e Sex 

Present 
Schoo ling 
status 

W as 
Child 
enroll 
last 
year 

W hy did child 
drop out 

W ill the 
child go 
if 
enrolled 
again 

If no 
for (D) 
then 
why? 

Mulla 
colony 15/1 c8/219 Sabir ss06504

0 Heena 13 F till 5th no 

After she came 
back from 
vi llage schoo l 
didn’t accept 
her name 

Yes  

Mu lla 
colony 183/1 C-147 Anish 

Ahemed 
SS06511
25 Kadir 11 M till 2nd no 

Didn’t 
appeared for 
test as he was 
in village 

Yes  

Mu lla 
colony 183/1 C-147 Anish 

Ahemed 
SS06539
6 Shahis ta 10 F Studies in 

3rd     

Mu lla 
colony 23/1 c8/212 Abdu l 

Sattar 
SS06576
5 Babay 14 F till 5th no Fami ly  crisis No 

Prese
ntly  
doing 
beauty 
course 

Mulla 
colony 90/1 c5/3 Abdu l 

Rasheed 
SS06613
11 Ikra 11 F none no 

Never went to 
school as 
father didn’t 
allow 

Yes 

Has 
never 
studie
d so 
age 
barrier 

Ghado
li 
Chow
k 

50/5/2 Ghado li 
Chowk Santosh SS04712

41 Sauravh 10 M   Residence 
Changed   



Ghado
li 
Chow
k 

50/5/2 Ghado li 
Chowk Santosh SS04712

42 Kanchan 8 F   Residence 
Changed   

Ra jee
v 
Colon
y 

48/1 5\77 Om 
Prakash 

SS00661
311 Satendar 13 M   Not tracab le   

Bhudh 
Vihar 2\68 67 Mohan 

Das 
SS05310
96 

Virjan 
Kumar 10 M   Not tracab le   

Bhudh 
Vihar 86/1/2 54 Mulayam SS05394

1 Lal Babu 7 M Govt schoo l  

Had gone to 
vi llage bu t 
registered 
again 

  

Durga 
Mandi
r 

101/1/4 Durga 
Mandir Prem Pa l SS05489

8 Madhu 11 F none  

Didn't go to 
school 
because no 
identity  proof 

Yes  

Durga 
Mandi
r 

103/1/4 Durga 
Mandir Ra ju SS05414

06 Aarti 14 F   Residence 
Changed   

Durga 
Mandi
r 

21/1/1 Durga 
Mandir Vijay SS05412

27 Shani 7 F   Residence 
Changed   

Shiv 
Mandi
r 

155/2/1 100 Desh Ra j SS05513
78 Minakshi 11 F   Not tracab le   

Pandit 
Maholl
a 

64/1/1 Pandit 
Mohalla Guru SS05713

24 Suraj 11 M till 5th yes 
Left after 
completing 
primary school 

No 

Shiftin
g to 
Nepa l 
in 
febura
ry 

Pandit 
Maholl
a 

74/2/7 Pandit 
Mohalla Bada l SS05715

5 
Karishm
a 6 F   Residence 

Changed   



Ashok 
Nagar 
B 
Block 

83/1 131 Ram 
Nareyan 

SS06285
6 durga 7 F none no 

Father was not 
we ll so they 
went to village 
for some time 

  

C 
Block 
Ashok 
Nagar 

20/1/1 11 Aanad SS06389
2 Shakti 9 M In c lass 3rd 

MCD schoo l yes    

II-
Dallu 
Pura 

3\8 Dallu Pura Munish SS05232
5 Vikash 8 M   

Residence 
changed 
Migrated 

  

EXT 
32 
Block 
Trilok 
Puri 

178/1 B40 Navab 
Singh 

SS01428
9 Pooja 13 F till 6th c lass yes 

Household 
problems(abus
ive comments 
by father), 
didn’t attend 
any pratham 
program 

No 

Didn't 
appear 
interes
ted, no 
c lear 
reply 

EXT 
32 
Block 
Trilok 
Puri 

182/1 B380 Kant 
Parshad 

SS01402
0 Anita 13 F   Not tracab le   

EXT 
32 
Block 
Trilok 
Puri 

188/1 32/98 Shahid SS01410
53 Sahil 10 M studies in 

2nd c lass  

Not drop ou t 
but faces 
problem in 
attendance 
due to 
mother's 
health. Elder 
siblings are 
drop outs 

  

32 
Block 
Trilok 
Puri(II) 

202/1 32/461 Jalalude
n 

SS01393
8 rubena 14 F till 6th c lass yes 

Mother no t 
we ll, so stay at 
home to take 
care of siblings 

Yes  



I-
Jawah
ar 
Mohall
a 

137/1 B-62 Naresh SS01543
4 Chandan 11 M   Not tracab le   

I-
Jawah
ar 
Mohall
a 

146/1 A-408 Moh. 
Chaman 

SS01573
8 Sonam 12 F till 6th c lass  Residence 

Changed   

I-
Jawah
ar 
Mohall
a 

148/1 A-409 Jakir SS01574
0 

Shamsh
er 7 M studies in 

2nd c lass     

I-
Jawah
ar 
Mohall
a 

210/1 A-249 Moh. 
Tahir 

SS01590
9 Tamana 7 F   Residence 

Changed   

I-
Jawah
ar 
Mohall
a 

210/2 A-249 Safik SS01584
4 Tohid 7 M   Residence 

Changed   

Harija
n 
Basti 
2 

257 A-376 J iya Lal ZK 01674
8 Rahu l 6 M studies in 

c lass 3rd  

presently  gone 
to see lampur, 
not c lear if the 
child will drop 
out 

  

Harija
n 
Basti 
2 

53 B-231 Mamta 
Prasad 

ZK 01651
0 Aashish 7 M none no 

Not li ving wi th 
the family  for 
the time, bu t 
younger 
siblings go to 
school. 

  



Chara 
Mandi 
K-
block 

141 T 201 Chote 
Lal 

ZK 00222
3 

Ra j 
Kumar 8 M none no 

Lack of 
resources with t 
the family . The 
child just 
attended 2 
days of 
balwadi 
program but 
then the 
balwadi had to 
be c losed 
since teacher 
left. So the 
child never 
received pre 
school 
education.  

Yes  

Chara 
Mandi 
K-
block 

321 T 74 Gopal ZK 00221
2 Govind 6 M none no 

Studied in 
balwadi which 
has ceased to 
function. 

Yes  

Rakhi 
Marke
t A B 

196 A 198 Harish 
Chand 

ZK 00325
5 Sajana 6 F none no 

The child was 
not taken to 
school due to 
impairment in 
hearing. 

Yes  

Ra jast
hani 
Gaddh
a GF 

166 107 Om Kar ZK 00550
6 Narender 13 M studied till 

6th s tandard no 

Failed af ter 6th 
standard so 
didn’t attend 
school after 
tha t 

Yes  

Ra jast
hani 
Gaddh
a GF 

187/1/2  Ram 
Prasad 

ZK 00561
7 Shallu 8 F studies in 3rd yes    



Rajast
hani 
Gaddh
a GF 

99 230 Ra j Nath ZK 00560
8 Ravi 12 M   

Gone to 
vi llage, 
migration not 
confirmed 

  

Punja
bi 
Basti 
1A 

37 B155 Ved 
Prakash  Vicky 9 M till 1st  yes 

Not interested 
in school, 
severe beating 
which lead to 
hospitalization 
was reported 

yes 

but to 
a 
differe
nt 
school 

Punja
bi 
Basti 
2G 

209 CN30/12 Arjun 
Prasad  Ranjeet 

Kumar 7 M 
didn’t 
complete 
c lass 1 

yes 

Disability  
exc lusion, 
suffers from 
convu lsions so 
not accepted 
at schoo l, 
ongoing 
treatment 

yes 

On ly  
when 
the 
child 
gets 
we ll 

Punja
bi 
Basti 
2C 

221/1 F30/1 Ratan 
Pal  Ra jeev 13 M till c lass 3rd yes 

work as labor 
but no c lear 
information as 
no adu lt a t 
home. Two 
siblings 
present go to 
school 

  

28 
Block 
Trilok 
Puri 

220/1 28/234 Ra jender SS00772
4 Radhika 12 F None no 

Parents 
reported that 
child didn’t 
have any 
interest in 
studies, 
reported that 
time spent 
mostly  working 
at home 

No 

W ill go 
to the 
library 
but no 
interes
t in 
formal 
studie
s 



28 
Block 
Trilok 
Puri(II) 

30/1 285 Ra ju SS00815
7 Nitin 7 M studies in 1st 

c lass     

EXT 
28 
Block 
Trilok 
Puri 

101/1 28/127 Sumari SS00917
3 

Sangeet
a 6 F none no 

Enrollment to 
happen next 
year as 
parents 
believed child 
to be young. 
She appeared 
weak and was 
reported by 
parents to be 
unwell 

Yes  

EXT 
28 
Block 
Trilok 
Puri 

128/1 28/99 Madan 
Pal 

SS00920
6 Gourav 8 M studies in 1st 

c lass yes    

EXT 
28 
Block 
Trilok 
Puri 

149/1 28/138 Suresh SS00912
5 Sandeep 12 M   

Gone to 
vi llage, 
migration not 
confirmed 

  

EXT 
28 
Block 
Trilok 
Puri 

149/1 28/138 Suresh SS00955
4 Deepak 10 M   

Gone to 
vi llage, 
migration not 
confirmed 

  

EXT 
28 
Block 
Trilok 
Puri 

4\1 E25/28/4 Babbu SS00904
5 Sofiya 6 F 

didn’t 
complete 
c lass 1 

yes 

child suffers 
with speech 
impairment, 
couldn’t cope 
with the school 

No 

Childr
en 
make 
fun of 
the 
child 



EXT 
28 
Block 
Trilok 
Puri 

5\1 E25/28/5 Nank 
Chand 

SS00960
3 Nishant 8 M attended 

balwadi  Residence 
Changed   



6. OUR E XPERIENCE : 

 

 Fro m 19 99, Pratha m D elhi ha s esta blished  an e xtensive  netwo rk of pre-scho ols (balwadis) in 

the underprivileg ed co mmunities. An  Out Of  Scho ol (OO S) surv ey was added  to Pra tha m’s  

work in D elhi in 2008.  

 

A set of s kills, interests and e xperien ces grew with in the tea m a s a con seque nce of the joint 

execution  of the OOS Survey.  Our e volving skills a nd e xperiences ran ge fro m detailed data 

collection,  data cleanin g, interperson al skills, training abil ities, rapport buildin g with the 

balwadi teachers, know ledge of pre-school age co gnitive  and s ocial is sues.  T he time-bou nd 

nature of the stu dy bro ught disciplin e; we le arnt to  follow deadlines an d prod uce outco mes  in 

a timely manner.  T his layering  of the research ove r the e xisting balwad i progra m ga ve us 

opportuni ties to unders tand h ow bes t to del iver th e message. W e disse minated the finding s of 

the study within the Pra tha m network . T his was do ne at various levels including teac hers, 

area and zonal tea ms.  Discu ssing n eeds a nd con cerns with pa rents a nd within the Pratha m 

network made u s incre asingly aware  of and  intere sted in a broa der set  of iss ues on primary 

education . 

 

T he expe rience fro m th e first two we eks of f ield wo rk has led us to e xplore ou r collec tive 

interest in  co mmunity a nd primary ed ucatio n in a variety of ways .  

 

Every session made us  think in a mo re focu sed w ay abo ut how to co mmunicate, for what 

duration. W hile we were e xper imenting with  co mmunication and  conte nt, we used P ratha m’s 

network for reaching wider au dience s. Various strategies  were adopte d by th e tea m to 

evaluate what methods  gave ma ximu m ben efits e.g. whe n to go  door to door , with to have 

discussio ns in al leys, w hat top ics to cover w ith parents, h ow to use qu estion answers 

sessions, and so on.  

 

T his exercise helped u s a lot and ga ve us a  very g ood e xposure: as a result our pu blic 

speaking skills improve d, our materia ls improved, we learnt muc h more  about  basic issues on 

primary e ducatio n, we had intense g roup discussions. W e ca me  know about the harsh 

realities o f people livin g in slu ms, with basic  facilities that are ne cessary for liv ing an d thus got 

the oppor tunity to have  a closer look  at the realitie s, a microsco pic vie w of th e situation of 

these peo ple, a nd prob le ms faced b y the m.  



T he entire proce ss was  tentative but respo nsive to  articulated o r perce ived n eeds of  the 

co mmunity. 

 

T here were man y delicate matters th at rais ed con cerns in our m ind related to issues  

concernin g education. Due la ck of a warene ss and  resou rces th ese pe ople are not a ble to 

overco me  the b arriers to education. T here are no schools in the  close pro ximity and 

govern me nt sch ools th at are there are alre ady flo oded with children. F or e xa mple in  Rakhi 

Market th ere is o nly on e govt. school that h as 190 0 stud ents an d scho ol auth orities are no t 

willing to enroll a ny child, each class alread y has 70 stud ents. It  is not that no w peo ple are not 

aware of the be nefits o f education. N ow mo re and  more people are be ing aw are of i t but th ey 

don’t have e xce ss to e ducatio n. Also  the e ducatio n provided in govt. s chools  is not that much 

interestin g that it  can at tract th e interest of people below poverty line o r motivate the m. Du e to 

financial constraints an d fa mily respo nsibilities you ng children d rop out  of sch ool. Very few 

cases were such  where  dropo ut was  due to  lack o f intere st on the part  of the child. Also th ere 

were no special schools for sp ecial children  in the nearby  locality, whic h was anothe r 

limitation. 

 

Having su ccessfully car ried o ut a var iety of innova tive an d purp oseful activitie s over the las t 

few months, we are e xcited a nd energized by our journe y so far . By tai loring our activities 

according  to the co mmunity’s needs,  based  on fe edback  obtain ed fro m me mbers of the 

co mmunity, we a ll feel that ou r tea m is now poised  to take signif icant s trides towards  makin g a 

positive impact in serving edu cationa l need s of th e co mmunities  in which we have a  prese nce. 
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